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Mechanism of Yupingfeng Granule on CU Rats Based on IL-23/1IL-17 Inflammation Axis
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[ Abstract | Objective: To study the effect of Yupingfeng granule on the degranulation of skin mast cells
in chronic urticaria (CU) rats and the intervention mechanism of interleukin-23 (I1L-23), interleukin-17 (IL-17)
inflammation axis. Method: Totally 60 SPF SD rats were selected and randomly divided into normal group ( normal
-1

-d™"), high-dose Yupingfeng granules
group (4.05 g-kg '*d™"), middle-dose group (2.7 g-kg '+d "), low-dose group (1.35 g-kg '*d™'). The CU rat

saline) , model group (normal saline) , and loratadine group (0.9 mg-kg

model was reproduced through intraperitoneal injection of ovalbumin with aluminum hydroxide suspension and DTP
vaccine. Histopathological changes of rat skin were observed by hematoxylin-eosin (HE) staining. Degranulation of
mast cells in rat skin was determined by toluidine blue staining. IL-23 and IL-17 protein expressions in skin tissue
were determined by immunohistochemistry (IHC). IL-23 and 1L.-17 mRNA transcription levels in skin tissue were

determined by real-time fluorescence quantitative polymerase chain reaction ( Real-time PCR). Result; Yupingfeng
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granules can significantly alleviate the pathological manifestations of dermal edema, collagen beam distance,
inflammatory cell infiltration of CU rats, and reduce the degranulation reaction of skin tissue mast cells in CU rats.
The IL-23, IL-17 mRNA and protein expressions of the skin of model group were significantly increased compared
with the normal group (P < 0.05, P <0.01). Compared with the model group, Yupingfeng granules can
significantly down-regulate IL-23 mRNA and protein expressions of CU rats (P <0.05, P <0.01). Yupingfeng
granules had no significant regulatory effect on IL-17. Conclusion: Yupingfeng granule can significantly reduce the

degranulation of mast cells in skin tissue of CU rats, and improve the pathological manifestations, such as dermal

edema, serous exudation and inflammatory cell infiltration. The mechanism may be related to inhibiting the

secretion of 1L-23 pro-inflammatory cytokines and improving CU lesions.
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B ) A AR5 A WK B XU R
CU A K Bz Pk 21 00 B BB R 400 it Ao 9 ks %) 1
FUAE R, Bext TL-23/1L-17 4 4 b () ] 45 24 00, & 7
H BB RRLIE ST CU B PRIAIT SR AERL 24 40 .
1 ##
1.1 #h4 SPF % SD ki 70 1, Bk 6 ~8 J&, 1k
JT & (200 +20) g, Ml B 2%, 1R I8 A W) BE A
PR w $ 4L, 2 9 2 7= & #& ik % SCXK (JI]) 2015-
030, 3y 4 52 5 38 43 B4 G BT b B2 25 R 2R B 2
SHEUE B S5 2019236A
L2 25953850 £ B RUBURL ()7 7R 3R BRI 25 F
FR S 7] [ 25 210930036 ) , 5 5 ] 4% 75 I ]
JG e PR FH 350 R 3 3% i DR FH 7 5 2 o o R 32 24 Wik
&AL B (FF B 25 O g A PR Al g AR 4
), E 2 HES H10970410) ; BB HE H (OVA, &
NEESE AR A R T AE A W, 5245 ALT514-25g) 5
A B (B T R BE AL 2% A BRA F]L CAS 5
21645-51-2) 5 /1 PR B (R DU W) il WF 98 BT
FRTTAE A | 45 201802018-1) 5 7 S 8L W5 ¥ M (3
[H Sigma 2\ F), #5 10117443) ; AR Z (b H/ &
JEABHE A PR ], 5 LMIONT3) 5 TL-17 —457 (£ 1
Novusbio & &), 525 NBP1-42746) , {41 ( 4 54k A%
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TR A= W) B A R A A, 885 orb184437) 5 HI R
Jie s (HE 14322, g an s AR W R R R A R A HD
#E55 190118) ;e —Hi (bt h E &l EWHEARH
MRS A, iE 5 SP-9001 ) ; & RNA 4 B il 77 &, RT
Easy™ I (JHT520 PCR (#55 —4% cDNA &) , 52
fit ¢ 6 A fit 3 4 W45 32 V7 (Real-time PCR) Easy™
CHCH A B A= ) B R A BR A W), 5845 43 i 8 RE-
03014 ,RT-01023,QP-01014) ; L /K Z B ( AR 2%, i,
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1.3 {4 #% PIKORed 96 #! Real-time PCR 1Y,
TCA0096 HI #AEER (Y ( 3 [F Thermo Fisher {747 BR
23 ¥)) s BA400Digital I B0 = H S5 B 68 (£ 5
B3l S 4R AT BR A ) 5 C2500 AR I B0 HIL (I8
AL S B AR T ) s UPH-T1-10T B )G 3% i 21 7K il
TR G5 (B A R 2l B A BR A F] ) s EMUCT 7Y
PIRHL (P B R R 22 W) 5 R 43 B 84 Tmage-Pro
Plus 6. 0( 2 [# Media Cybernetics A H] )

2 Hik

2.1 P iEeydls B 10 JSD KR, & H R B
HES OVA(20 mg-L™')0.1 mL, 3t 0.4 mL, [F 5} 18
RS A B 0.5 mLs fR H 1k, 303 ), TR
WE B 10 d J5 kb e, N E E Zh Bk B,
3000 r-min~" B .0 10 min B [ 3 W&, 643 BT 00
H, -20 CLRAAEH.

2.2 CU KREUBERH & Kord4l T8 H 60 H SD
KB BEHLAY o IE 3 4 (EREE K 4 mL-kg ™' -d "),
MR (R H R K 4 mL-kg ' -d ™), & M 4l
(0.9 mg-kg ' -d™"), E B RUBURL & L AR )
(4.05,2.7,1.35 g-kg ' -d "), BRIE#4I4N, H4r 5
05 2% SCH 4 CU R BB 2 45 1 Rk 5
H,50 HRRYEREEHNWAED A8 kE s
1 mLA:z BRER 7K TR &) il B 2, 56 10 R 35 &2 80U
1R IA R, NI BB 55 6 RIF IR 45 2, 1E 4
R AGHY L HE AR BER K IR YT 2H R BUHE B AN 25 )
BRI, #SE 14 d, CU KBRS 25 Bk
K, OBk VR IR JE 1 50 7 0 B B Ak 2 P ST 10%
BT A PR K VAW 0.1 mL, 2525 )5 1 h #EA7H0 5
ik, >R FH R # Dk T S B SO 22 X OVA (1 A= 384k
IR A3 10 g+ L7, & OVA 1 mg)1 mL, %}
R BRI PV T AR 21 o | 21 B 1 AR 3R B R AT AN
Gy RJC B PR L 4 9, 4 RIA0,1,2,3 4 1
ASKEAR AN, MLZZ 30 min J5 AbFE S R BURRAS

2.3 HE a0 R B IR SUR I = A8k IR
R RR A 228 4% 22 5 H W 1 s AT K B BT
W U1K HE Je o B R 45 e Bk, e
TR LR Bz IR 2 036 e B 4 L R 2 I T 4 4 | %k

%1 PCR3|#F7FI
Table 1 Primer sequence of PCR

P 240 J 9 0 N T A I TR A B R 4 2 R A 2
MR,

2.4 PR R e €0 00 2% KRR RZ R 28 28 K A i
ORI B0 AR A YT R 5 08, 1% H R B i s €5
R Ve, B Ay Ak, oK, 3 W] 3 [, Bk
W55 A B R k21 21 3 g )23 A K 4 kR 28, 2 A K 4
L 58 A R 42

2.5 fppEd bk IL-23,1L-17 & AR 6
B B U0 TN e G, 3% HBE A K = IR
10 min; B2 EL 22 #h W (PBS) U8 3 ¥, B K 5 min; K¢
PIFE A 0.01 mol-L ™" ¥ 8 R £ 2 vh i (pH 6.0) ,
TC o v OB R W 1 S BT R, L TRT B S mind R, S
1V ANE L PBS Bk 2 UK, BEIK S ming 0L AE
IMYE 3 P, %R 20 min % 0 # B JR — $i 1L-23
(1:400) ,IL-17 (1:5000) ,4 °C i % ; i m A4E ¥ &
A6 —H0 (%) ,37 °C 30 min; PBS K ¥k 3 ¥k, Bk
5 min; {fi Fl DAB & 5250 &, ¥R 29350 5 i o 21 1)
A b, ERE A R ARRBEE YRR, &Y, b
W Ao 38 H Image Pro Plus6. O €45 4b BRLER 7F
135007, e R AR WO B 1A 34T R MR A V4o
2.6 Real-time PCR Il 22 1L-23 ,1L-17 mRNA [k
IKAP SRR R 6 DA Rl Tk 2 2 R R O
o - 80 CUkH. 5 10 ~20 mg B Jik 20 210 A
Buffer RL 10. 5 mL, JH #1253 4 B 20 U BE 14 5 5
WOEWEW 1 B B WA 16 £ R
Buffer RL2 2 R EH IR G 0.7 mL R 2
RNA-only Column 1,12 000 r- min "' B 51 min, 3
PSR B W B S R B E L,
T & Ak A ) B R e I E T 65 °C TR ) TG A% TR il
XWZE K 50 ~200 pl, 25 6 CE 2 min; 12 000 r-min '
B0 1 min 8 RNA B, il 30% - 80 C {17
HE ¥ RIIESWIA PCR ALY 1,95 °C 30 s(1
PEFR) ;95 C 5 5,55 C 30 5,72 °C 50 s (50 F
W) o iCEREARY 8RN C, {18 27 5kt
RIEPIAXT RN A SIS H R T A TR
(1) et A R /i it & i, 9F L ULTRAPAGE
aiAt, L B-WLsh ik 11 (B-actin) N 2. BIHHIS1Y)
JPHILR 1,

519 J¥ 5 LiF (5°-3") J# 80 R iE (5°-3") KB/ bp
B-actin GAAGATCAAGATCATTGCTCC TACTCCTGCTTGCTGATCCA 111
IL-17 TGTGCCTGATGCTGTTGCTGCTACTG GGTCCTCATTGCGGCTCAGAGTCCA 228
1L-23 ACCTGCTGGACTCGGACATCTTCACA AAGGCTTGGAGGCTGCGAAGGATCT 211
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2.7 GiifeEab¥E o SR SPSS 23.0 GEib A, A
TR 1 s FoR, 241 R SR PR R 7 22
GIAT A7 25 55 B, 2 R) X (R P T L R T SNK ik
J 2 ARFFE, B Dunnett73 K 5, L P <0.05 Jy 2%
RAEGIFEE L,

3 £R

3.1 WSS TR A 2 AR T KR
FET, IEH A KRB E OG5, K OR/IMEIEF, H
b A% 2 K B 5 B 1R T SR R R IR B R
P SR, PR R D, A R
AT R IEHABA RIS, T H R Hofh 4%
4 CU KB B ) AR B 9 i TCHR ISk 3 L 5 TR
PR W s 4 B 07 4, F2 ikt BT i (41 B 4
JRIEHLAE . BRI CU KR F M W &, =B
Ak FREC IS, A BB Y, E B XUEURL A 4 TR
THAARMER, CU RRBEIMA R KX L84
e R R MR B R A 3 RO N VA
TR (P <0.01) 5 SMERI 4] M A, 4% 45 24 4 sk 0 g
WO W EHREAR(P <0.01) , WL 2,

®2 ERKFHIN CUXREBMAKREEBREEEETSHEM
(x£s,n=10)
Table 2 Effect of Yupingfeng granule on scratching and severity of

severity in CU rats(x +s,n =10)

25 %1 /g kg ™! W4/ 5
EH - 1.200 £1.032
T - 10. 400 = 1. 349"
AT A 0. 000 9 5.000 +0. 8162
ESYSR kA 4.05 6.700 +0. 948%

2.7 8. 000 1. 054%
1.35 8.500 +0. 8497

FESIEWALEP<0.01; SHEMAH KD P<0.01,

3.2 X CU REGRERH A2 % 4
ALK BB Ik 4 403 F 5 4 S SRR 5 R 2
LV 200 0 25 4 2 5 L R T D A A HE 51 R 5 R 4
— B, e SR () B K B DR AR A Y 38 5 B
FYIEH o0 A7 76 B 22, 6 4% TR 11 40 i HE 5 455 5 &
20 10078 A DL B I ke R R A IR T 3 R L B
(L S0 B2 AR Ak . CU RS KRR RZ Ik 24 43R e 45
PSR | FLR K I, B0 R J2 3L 3k J2 I D 4 e HE 5 3
AL, A BB I IR AT 4k e 0 AR TR B iR 4T 2 )
[B) B 14 58, &8 4 CU KRRz Bk 4l 43 n] U BH 8 6 4 1fi
Yok B A R A R s AR . B KU
KR T A E A 4L T LS, CU KRR ik 41 21 1)

o BRES 25 30 A AN TR) it B8 e, 3 B0 A Bz K il
JE I AR BE B i /0, B A LA T AR . UL 1

E
ACIEH B BRI Co U fib e 415 D. K B RUBDR &5 0 B4 B R
Jo AUBURE o 70 25 B R B KUBURLAR ) S 4 (7 2 ~ 4 7))
E1 ERRBHN CUXBRREFREFTUNFM(HE, x100)
Fig.1 Effect of Yupingfeng granule on pathological changes of
epidermis in CU rats( HE, x 100)

3.3 X CU K BB Jik 21 4UAE K 200 it B i T8 KL 1) 52
Wi IE R 2R BB IR A LR R WL PR IR R 4,
T 5T 5 S e PR SR AT 0, B R 5O B TR, AR )
O AR o3 A LB MORE LR . BRI AL CU K R
B Pk 21 UNE R 4 5k B S 4 22, AT LI R 4 D 25
P A, B AR SORE 1] DO A o3, R A 2 R I
L F AT DK 200 i 8 € T 20 i A, IS K 0 L AR
BEWZ, R WA UK B e 5 R 1 98 HL i
EYIRWIE . 2 E R KUBORL T BUS , CU R R ik
2 ZURT WL O 40 it K ol 2 | R B G 2 i ML A
ki, WIE 2.

3.4 X CU R RALTL-23 RIKHFN 1B
R B R UL TL-23 2 1 B 2 a8 i 4 I 1L-23
55 FAPER I8 s BRI CU KRR BRZH 2L TL-23 3 o
FHPE 2, 6 T 40 MO 5, FRPE 20 i 3 (B 3%, 24346
BRI YT WU, IL-23 A R AR 413
AT AN T A Y B AT, B P 0 e 0 i o /D AR T
DA A 2 O e o DLIAT 3. IR A HA,
BRI CU KRR R 4 20 TL-23 4 1M mRNA &34
BEH (P <0.01) ; SHEAIAH HAL, SR b E A
EHEABURL 25 41 CU R BB ik 20 41 TL-23 3 H A
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E F
B2 FRRBH CU KR B H LR AR X 28 B R Bt Sk 59 26 i (
FRNEHE , x 100)

Fig.2 Effect of Yupingfeng granule on skin tissue mast cells and

degranulation in CU rats( toluidine blue, x 100)

mRNA ik ¥ AL (P <0.05,P <0.01) ; 54
R 4 L g, R R RUBURE R 41 CU K R ik
4 IL-23 % [ M mRNA £ 35 W B %K (P <
0.05) ; 5 £ F KUBURLAR ) & 20 L 8, i 7l i 41 CU
K FURZ Bk 41 20 TL-23 25 1 il mRNA 3% 3k B i B fIK
(P<0.05,P<0.01), W33,
3.5 X CU RRBERALIL-17 RBW W EFH
HR R k4l 20 TL-17 PHPE R G5, 3 28U T 40 il
Ji s B AI 20 CU K B Pk 4 20mT U TL-17 B 40 i
Z AT 20T, BH M A0 M G R AR A AR A
{3674 CU KRB k4140 TL-17 BH M 20 o g A5 A
FIRREE D>, WLIE 4, S5IEH 4 A B4 CU K
B R ZY TL-17 25 1 1A Al mRNA [ 36 5K I 3% 3
J(P<0.01) ; 5ERI A H B, % 9R97 41 CU KR
RREAZUIL-17 F 1 1A F1 mRNA FRf T REEHH
R IGIFE L, W4,
4 itig

B S PR A, SRS TE T B 2R T AT 0 3,
HREFR 2 IS 5 CHER N 28« 35 )« DO B Of) 5 A3 )
A DA SR REE T, G IR A5 8 - KR 1
) = N KRR R, S KU 3T, W 2 . KU 4k
28 BB T LR & KA R . R R RS
HEE F R BN L A 55 LR ER [ 5 A
5 I R 22 326 FH T B XU, DA Ok 31 35 A< 3R LBk OE 4
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E F
B3 ERRBEHN CUAXREKMARIL-23 EERIEWFIL (R
HAk, x200)
Fig.3 Effect of Yupingfeng granule on protein expression of IL-23
in skin tissue of CU rats(THC, x200)

£3 ERKMAN CUKXRERKELRIL23 F 55 mRNA RiAH
Bl (x+s,n=6)
Table 3  Effect of Yupingfeng granule on expression of IL-23

protein and mRNA in skin tissue of CU rats(x +s,n=6)

451 Fl /g kg ™! A mRNA
EH - 0.597 £0.927 1.000 £0. 131
sl - 20.211 2. 062" 3.781 £0. 499"
AT AMbE 0.0009  14.782 +4.036% 3.060 +0.314%
EHAER, 4.05 9.594 +1.696%*7  1.606 +0. 355+
2.7 12.515 £2.936 1.882 +0.738%%
1.35 14.936 +3. 259 2.420 £0. 442%%

V5 IEALIEED P <0.01; 5 R4 P <005, P <
0.01 ;5 & FflE 4l 42 P <0.05,% P <0.01; 5 T i XU 571
ALY P<0.05,7P<0.01(F4[HE),

AT AL . BB RUBUR 0 2T AR AR R A 1 (5% D
Ty BHZ O A 25 A R 2 D, BB KR A B KL
ZRR LA BRI BRI LL O R 2, 2 AR
STHBA R R R B e DL 2, R Oy B2 (R 45
I B R R 22y, B KA AR AR R X, B AR R 2
AR, B EEA A B 25 2 2, — 24 WA, b v g Ak, fil
[ 26 2 Dy 25 L, AR T LA, W) i 8l iR A —
B B2 R AR Bl RURE A — 2 19 5 8 0 1 5 B 1A
WA T AW IR R T & CU K R
A HE Je 8, 7] UL A A 20 CU K B Bk 4 4 3¢ J 0F
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C D
E E

B4 ERKABMAN CUXBREBKAR ILLT REBH MW
(i, x200)

Fig.4 Effect of Yupingfeng granule on protein expression of IL-17
in skin tissue of CU rats(THC, x200)

F4 ERRBHI CUXRKEBKHAR IL-17 E B mRNA Rz
Bl (x+s,n=6)
Table 4  Effect of Yupingfeng granule on expression of IL-17

protein and mRNA in skin tissue of CU rats(x +s,n=6)

4 51 Fl /g kg ™! A mRNA
IEF - 1.427 +1.367 1.000 +0. 103
T - 20.334 +2.028"  2.279 +0.295"
AT A E 0. 000 9 20. 112 +3. 491 2.141 £0.222
By Kb 4.05 17.954 £3.419 1.953 +0. 629

2.7 19.449 £2. 125 2.124 £0.972
1.35 19.390 +1. 906 2.111 £0. 506

W, K b D SR B B B, T A0 4 5K L
R LA 0B S A T IR R e e AR
2 CU K B bk 2H 4 vl E K 40 it I8 00 1 S 484
Ze 3t i RO R M E T U, CU BB Ik
ZH AU R B A R R R ok . T T B KR
REZEfR CU KR IR R R AE R S

FIES K 40 e 3 AT 6 T 4 i A R S BRI Y 2
FI BRI AR . MR K 40 77 AR [ IL-6, TNF %5 1] i &
CD4 " T 41 ffg 534k B Th17 , Ak 41 A 35 U6 (0 240 i P 7
H ] LUK Treg #40LA% Th17 7 o % A XUAH
IO 9 FE K 40 i AT B ik £ B A R, AL 4E TIL-17 AN
IL-12°177 TS TL-23 fR R T e 98 9 1 K B8 o AR

S R B i e 0 25 R BN CU R R kA
ARl O TR TR A2 S NI W e T 0
e, AL, 6 B AUBURE e AS 7] A 82 00 o) A A 2 i Jsd 85
B, CU KRR R 2 20 R M R

IL-23 J& F IL-12 4 jd X7 R0k 51, e = 24
FHOZARE CD4 " T 20 M 4 14 40 it B 5 /%) 43 0 JF 34 o
A6 B9 Th17 20 f (% 50, 2 35 A7 35 3R R0 i
IL-17 B K10 TL-17 7] 5 3 2 45 ob ok 40 i )
N SR R VAR s N R ) O v ) N D )
A5 0 WA Tl A0 ML IRl ok R #EAE AL IL-23 5 IL-17 JB
BLARAE S o AT 2 g B e B 0 R LR TL-23/
IL-17 SRAE RO | 12 LR 98 5E SN, 7 B 28 7 95
BoP kO OE B M N R BF 5 b &
B2 CU B g b IL-23, IL-17 7K &8 0F
BN T, R IL-23/10-17 RAERIAE F & o fiE
PEBEIR (4 & 5 I o A A, AR R
BRI ZH CU KRR IR 4L 40 % TL-23 mRNA K
IR BBIEH KR W% m, &) 1023 1 a) fg
AR HE CU RAGE S b i) BN, R, 2R )7
24 IL-23 mRNA RE A RIL D E T, 454 1123 &
SN SN VR A5 1 T A W) 2 AR R, B R R KU
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